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Nobody can make a difference. Why should
I vote; it’s all a bunch of bull.’’ I’m telling
you, in the 4 years I have been President,
I now am more optimistic than I was the
day I got here. I believe more strongly than
I did the day I got here about the potential
of all of us working together to make good
things happen.

And this country is a very great country.
There are 10 million more people working
than there were 4 years ago; 8 million people
have refinanced their homes; 3.7 million peo-
ple have homes who didn’t have them; hun-
dreds of thousands of people have better col-
lege loans than they did; 45,000 young people
are working to rescue their communities in
our national service programs and earning
money to go to college. Don’t let anybody
ever tell you that you can’t make a difference
in a democracy, that you can’t change the
course of the country, that you can’t lift peo-
ple up or pull people together. That is not
true.

And the most important thing maybe you
can do in the short run when you go home
is tell people this country works. That’s why
we have been around for 220 years. This
country works. This is a great country. And
you have to pull your weight and challenge
your friends and family members to do the
same. But I will say that if you do it, the
best days of this country are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor John Doring of
Montoursville, PA; Joseph Caouette, chairman,
Americanism Commission, and Lawrence Sperry,
national commander’s representative, American
Legion; Peter Johnson, 1963 Boys Nation alum-
nus; and Peggy Sappenfield, national secretary,
American Legion Auxiliary.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Authorizing Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for Bulgaria
July 18, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2853, authorizing the termination of the ap-
plication of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974
to Bulgaria. It permits the President to ac-

cord permanent most-favored-nation (MFN)
status to Bulgaria.

This is an important milestone in U.S.-Bul-
garian relations. Bulgaria joins Hungary, the
Czech Republic, and Slovakia as democratic
countries from which the United States has
fully removed trade restrictions that origi-
nated in concerns about human rights prac-
tices during the Cold War period. The legis-
lation signals America’s confidence in the po-
litical development of Bulgaria and reaffirms
America’s commitment to Bulgaria as it con-
tinues its difficult and historic economic
transformation.

Bulgaria’s favorable record on immigra-
tion, its progress in the protection of human
rights and development of a democratic,
free-market society, and the establishment of
cooperative relations with the United States
helped facilitate passage of H.R. 2853.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 18, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2853, approved July 18, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–162.

Executive Order 13012—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between the
Southeastern Pennsylvania
Transportation Authority and Their
Employees Represented by The
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers
July 18, 1996

A dispute exists between the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority and
its employees represented by the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Engineers.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (the ‘‘Act’’).

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish an emer-
gency board pursuant to section 9A of the
Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(c) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
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an emergency board to investigate and report
on the dispute.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President, by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including Sec-
tion 9A of the Act, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Establishment of the Board.
There is established effective July 19, 1996,
a Board of three members to be appointed
by the President to investigate this dispute.
No member shall be pecuniarily or otherwise
interested in any organization of railroad em-
ployees or any carrier. The Board shall per-
form its functions subject to the availability
of funds.

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the President with respect to the dispute
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by Section 9A(c) of the Act, from the
date of the creation of the Board and for 120
days thereafter, no change, except by agree-
ment of the parties, shall be made by the
carrier or the employees in the conditions
out of which the dispute arose.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon submission of the report provided
for in section 2 of this order.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 18, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 22, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on July 23.

Remarks at the Retirement Dinner
for Senator Mark Hatfield
July 18, 1996

Thank you very much. Senator, Antoinette,
members of the Hatfield family, the remark-
able array of Congressmen here and your fel-
low Oregonians. I know the Chaplain of the

Senate, Reverend Ogilvie, was here, and I
think that’s good, Mark. I was afraid the last
time we had a vacancy, people would think
with you in the Senate they didn’t need a
Chaplain. [Laughter]

I do have some news for all of you, and
for our Republican friends it’s good news and
bad news. And it is that the founding of Wil-
lamette was one of two significant things that
happened during President Tyler’s adminis-
tration. The bad news for the Republicans
is that I am the first President since John
Tyler where the deficit went down in all 4
years. [Laughter] The good news is that John
Tyler was not reelected. [Laughter]

I’m honored to be here tonight. This is
the biggest crowd of Republicans and Demo-
crats sitting together in a generation. I was
looking at them thinking I was also glad Mark
Hatfield didn’t run for President this year.
[Laughter]

I came here to pay tribute to a remarkable
man, his wonderful wife, and his career in
public life, a man who was, like me, as he
said, a Governor at a young age; unlike me,
he didn’t mess it up the first time and get
defeated, a man who has served with distinc-
tion in the United States Senate and who has
lived his convictions as well as any person
I have ever known in public life. He has con-
sistently opposed violence, he has consist-
ently worked for every chance to eradicate
the remotest chance of nuclear war, and he
has consistently stood for the interests of his
native State as he saw them. He has done
so many remarkable things in Oregon that
bear his stamp, and he will be able to see
them for the rest of his life and always, I
hope, have a deep and profound sense of
pride.

But the most important thing to me about
Mark Hatfield is the way he’s done all this
and the kind of person he’s been and that
he always seems to be becoming, for it seems
to me he’s always growing. His idol Abraham
Lincoln said, ‘‘You can’t fool all the people
all the time.’’ I think we should all say of
Mark Hatfield he never tried to fool anybody
any of the time.

I think every one of us here will say there
has been at least one occasion, if not more,
on which we have disagreed with him, some-
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